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Wisdom of Solomon 12.13,16-19 

There is not any god besides you, whose care is for all people, to whom you should prove 
that you have not judged unjustly; For your strength is the source of righteousness, and 
your sovereignty over all causes you to spare all. For you show your strength when people doubt the 
completeness of your power, and you rebuke any insolence among those who know it. Although you are 
sovereign in strength, you judge with mildness, and with great forbearance you govern us; for you have power to 
act whenever you choose.  Through such works you have taught your people that the righteous must be kind, and 
you have filled your children with good hope, because you give repentance for sins. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Romans 8.12-25 

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh - for if you live according to 
the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are 
led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but 
you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’  it is that very Spirit bearing witness with 
our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ – if, in 
fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing 
for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the 
will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in 
labour pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is 
seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience.  

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew    Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 13.24-30,36-43 

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed 
good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and 
then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of 
the householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these 
weeds come from?” He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to 
go and gather them?” But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the 
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’Then Jesus left the 
crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the 
weeds of the field.’ He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and 
the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who 
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are 
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and 
they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace 
of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!’  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 



For your information 

St Lukes  Anne Bourne is still streaming a Communion Service each Sunday from St Lukes at 10.15am. 
If you wish to join her just log on to St Luke’s website and you will get instructions from there 
 
Loaves and Fishes There is probably an even greater need for this service during these very difficult 
times for us all. If you are shopping for food etc if you can pop something extra into your basket I am 
sure it would be greatly appreciated. Margaret Holman at 2 Cranmer Road has a basket in her porch into 
which goods can be placed and she will undertake to deliver them to St John’s. 
 
Services for the week  
Tuesday team prayers : 7.15pm for about 20 to 30 mins via Zoom. Link information to follow  
Wednesday Compline: from 7.45pm for 8pm start via Zoom. Service approximately 30mins. Usual link 
etc applies but copied below for ease of use: 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/6161461466?pwd=TnZxenFXRE1HYTNSMk84WWhxVFkzdz09 
ID is 616 146 1466 
password    stmarys 
 
The Church of England have launched a phone line the Daily Hope line, for those who don't have 
internet or would like to ring a number (free of charge) for daily prayers and hymns: it is 0800 804 8044 
See here if you've not already read about it:  
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-
hope-phone-line 
 
Links to Services For those who join our services on an occasional basis or those who perhaps do not 
realise that we always use the same meeting ID, I shall leave it at the end of this sheet permanently. 
 
 
From the Churchwardens:    The church is now open for private prayer from 10.00am to noon each 
Saturday until further notice.  Please follow the instructions when visiting. 
Zoom services - recording of services 
As some of you may have noticed Daphne had been recording our Zoom services. The intention had 
been to place the audio only part of some of the services on our website so that those who are unable to 
join us using Zoom could at least listen to them at another time.  Unfortunately we haven't yet mastered 
the technology to do this and so Daphne has deleted all recordings from her computer.  We do not plan 
to record services until further notice (if for reasons of technological hiccups any services or part thereof 
are recorded then they will be deleted from Daphne's computer). 
Zoom services - background concerns 
Please remember that anyone who logs into the service can see the background you are sitting in front of. 
So if, for example, you have any priceless heirlooms or family photos you would prefer not to be open to 
"public viewing" please either remove them from camera shot, change where you sit or choose to use a 
virtual background in the meetings settings area of Zoom. 
 
Please pray for  Sarah Seuwing - The daughter of Peter Flynn’s friend Pat who is very seriously ill 
 
Bible Study and Prayer Group 
A regular group meets for prayer and bible study each Monday morning in the Lady Chapel where there 
is a prayer board for people to pin up their prayer requests. 
The meeting starts at 9.45 for prayer and this is followed by bible study. The meeting usually lasts 
approximately 1½ hours.  To date we have studied Women of Faith, Life Changing encounters from the 
Gospel of John, Exodus 1-18, Romans 1-5, Guide to Psalms, Job and Philippians.  We are currently 
studying Judges “The Good, The Bad and The Ugly”.  If you would like to join us you will be made very 
welcome.  Please contact "Daphne Harrison" daphneharrison@yahoo.co.uk or “Ronnie 
Todd” vat.lady@hotmail.co.uk 
PLEASE NOTE, DURING LOCKDOWN WE ARE MEETING VIA ZOOM 
 
 
Coffee following Services  Each Sunday for the time being we are staying on Zoom after the service - 
giving people a couple of minutes to pop out and make a coffee - and then come back and have a chat 
and catch up with some of the congregation you have not seen, just as we would if we were able to be in 
the church. 



 
Virtual Coffee Morning We now meet for a virtual half hour coffee morning on Thursdays 
at 11.00am.  Come and have a chat with some people you have not seen for some time.  Sign 
on instructions are as below  
 
Poverty and Hope 
Dear Friend  
In this time of global pandemic we are anxious not to forget marginalised people and 
communities living in poverty. Their needs remain and, in many cases, have been exacerbated 
by COVID-19.  
Our annual Poverty and Hope Appeal aims to raise money to help such marginalised people 
address the causes of poverty. Projects work with the local Church so our support is a huge 
encouragement to our brothers and sisters in Christ as they reach out to help their local 
communities. We continue to support projects in Burundi, Sri Lanka, Syria, Zimbabwe and 
Kent.  
We know that the pandemic has greatly affected many members of our communities and that 
these people need our help and prayers. But we hope that you will not forget people whose 
lives are disadvantaged by global poverty and will feel able to support the Poverty and Hope 
Appeal in whatever way you can.  
Bishop James writes in introducing this year’s Appeal 
The Psalmist cries out, ‘Give me justice, O Lord my God, according to your 
righteousness’ (Psalm 35:24), and throughout Scripture we see that theme repeated: the deep 
yearning of God’s people for justice and for reconciliation with him.  Poverty, sickness and 
conflict are matters of justice, and here in our Diocese our annual Poverty and Hope Appeal 
is one way that we seek to see God’s justice done in our world.  I am always inspired by the 
generosity of people across our communities; over many years your donations to this Appeal 
have been making a profound difference.  Our partner organisations are continuing to work 
with some of the most vulnerable people in the world, in Asia, the Middle East and Africa 
(including our companion diocese of Harare in Zimbabwe).  We are also pleased to continue 
to support the wonderful work of Bore Place, giving opportunities to marginalised and 
disadvantaged young people through engagement with environmental issues. 
 We are now launching the 2020 Poverty and Hope Appeal.  The restrictions in place mean 
we cannot run the appeal as before. Instead we attach a copy of the 2020 Appeal brochure 
and there is a down-loadable poster and fact sheet on the projects we are supporting on the 
Poverty and Hope webpages www.bit.ly/PovertyHope (or google “Poverty and Hope”). We 
have also prepared a short slide presentation with notes. We hope that you will use this for 
virtual or physical services. 
 You can make e-banking donations to the usual Rochester-DBF account (20-54-29, 
90760099, reference P&H plus something to identify your church), 
donate by card on give.net (https://www.give.net/povertyandhope/fundraising), or   
send cheques made out to 'Rochester DBF' with 'Poverty and Hope' on the back to the 
Finance Team Rochester Diocese, St Nicholas Church, Boley Hill, Rochester ME1 1SL. 
There are more details at www.bit.ly/PovertyHope. If you have any queries please do 
email povertyandhope@gmail.com. 
 While some Churches will soon be meeting for Sunday services we know that some Churches 
will continue to meet virtually and that even when physical services are taking place many 
people may not feel safe to attend. Therefore, I also attach a short piece which we hope you 
may like to email to members of your Church or put on your website. (If you need it in word 
format please do just ask). 
 Yours sincerely 
Debbie Cooper, Coordinator, Diocese of Rochester Poverty and Hope Appeal 
6 Calverley Park, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 2SH 
  
 
Regular Link to Services 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6161461466?pwd=z-ZBEpPZ2UtHf2kJikI6N7bM9HDuqg8 
Meeting ID: 616 146 1466 
Password: stmarys 



 
Opening Hymn: Be still, for the presence of the Lord 
 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 
Come, bow before him now, with reverence and fear. 
In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 
 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 
he burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned. 
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 
 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place; 
he comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace. 
No work too hard for him, in faith receive from him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place  
 
 
 
 
 
The Creed (sung to Blaenwern) 
  
We believe in God the Father, 
God almighty, by whose plan 
earth and heaven sprang to being, 
all created things began. 
We believe in Christ the Saviour, 
Son of God in human frame, 
virgin-born, the child of Mary 
upon whom the Spirit came. 
  
Christ, who on the cross forsaken, 
like a lamb to slaughter led, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
he descended from the dead. 
We believe in Jesus risen, 
heaven’s King to rule and reign, 
to the Father’s side ascended 
till as judge he comes again. 
  
We believe in God the Spirit; 
in one Church, below, above: 
saints of God in one communion, 
one in holiness and love. 
So by faith, our sins forgiven, 
Christ our Saviour, Lord and friend, 
we shall rise with him in glory 
to the life that knows no end. 
  
. 

Final Hymn: Shine, Jesus, shine 
 
Lord, the light of your love is shining, 
in the midst of the darkness, shining: 
Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us;  
set us free by the truth you now bring us, 
shine on me, shine on me. 
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the  
Father’s glory; 
blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace 
and mercy; 
send forth your word, Lord, and let there be 
light! 
 
Lord, I come to your awesome presence, 
from the shadows into your radiance; 
by your blood I may enter your brightness: 
search me, try me, consume all my darkness, 
shine on me…. 
 
As we gaze on your kingly brightness 
so our faces display your likeness, 
ever changing from glory to glory: 
mirrored here, may our lives tell your story, 
shine on me…. 
 
 
Closing Music: Purcell Trumpet Tune 


